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While precautions have been taken in the preparation of this note, CTC and the author assume no responsibility for errors or omissions.  Neither is any liability assumed for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.
	


MachineShop Toolbar Project Name vs. IPM Project Name Issues

MachineShop Toolbar projects and projects created with Interact Project Manager (IPM) use different files to store the project name.  MachineShop Toolbar projects use the .WMS file.  IPM projects use the PS.CFG file.  When an IPM project is converted into a MachineShop Toolbar project, the new .WMS file that is created uses the project name in the PS.CFG file.  If  the name of the MachineShop Toolbar project is changed, either by utilizing the MachineShop Toolbar “Save Project As” function or renaming the .WMS file name in Windows Explorer, the .WMS file name reflects the new name, but the PS.CFG file retains the original name of the project.  

For Example:

1. Create a project named Bob using IPM.  The PS.CFG file contains the project name Bob.

2. Convert project Bob from an IPM project into a MachineShop Toolbar project by either installing the MachineShop Toolbar or by placing the project Bob directory into the C:\Machshop\Projects\Interact directory using Windows Explorer.  A Bob.WMS file is created when the MachineShop Toolbar is started.

3. If project Bob is renamed to Kelly using the MachineShop Toolbar, the Kelly.WMS file would reflect the project name Kelly, but the PS.CFG file would retain the old IPM project name Bob.


There are two shells that can be found on Powerstations, the current MachineShop Shell and the older PowerStation Shell.  The MachineShop Shell reads the .WMS file for project information.  The PowerStation Shell uses the PS.CFG file for project information.  The MachineShop Toolbar can download to either shell.  Downloading a project whose name has been changed in the MachineShop Toolbar to a PowerStation running the PowerStation Shell will show the old IPM project name.  Downloading the same project to a PowerStation running the MachineShop Shell will show the changed project name contained in the .WMS file.  Using the project from the previous example yields the following behavior:


For Example:

1. Kelly is downloaded to the PowerStation Shell.  Since the PowerStation Shell uses the PS.CFG file for project information, it will display the project name Bob.

2. Kelly is downloaded to the MachineShop Shell.  Since the MachineShop Shell uses the .WMS file for project information, the MachineShop Shell will display the project name Kelly.


There are three ways to avoid confusion when IPM projects are converted to MachineShop Toolbar projects.  These are listed in the order of preference: 

1. Do not rename the project after converting it to a MachineShop Toolbar project.

2. Upgrade your Powerstation to the Machine Shop Shell.  (Note: Only Compact Flash ready PowerStations can run the MachineShop Shell.  The MachineShop Shell is available free of charge from our website ftp://www.ctcusa.com/ctcsupport/PowerStation/Updates/Machine Shop Shell (For All Powerstations) )

3. Delete the PS.CFG in the C:\Machshop\Projects\[Project_Name]\Appfiles directory.  Using the example project names to illustrate, deleting the PS.CFG file will result in the following behavior:

For Example:
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1. If the PS.CFG file is deleted from C:\Machshop\Projects\Kelly\Appfiles directory and project Kelly is downloaded to a Powerstation with the PowerStation Shell, nothing would be displayed for the project name.  

2. If the PS.CFG file is deleted from C:\Machshop\Projects\Kelly\Appfiles directory and project Kelly is downloaded to a Powerstation with the MachineShop Shell, Kelly would be displayed as the project name. 
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